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of their danger; and taking down the sails of pride and vanity which they
have unhappily spread before every gust of heresy, they may make all the
sail they can into the safe and peaceful harbour of their holy mother the
Catholic Church; and being sick from a surfeit of errors may there dis-
charge those foul and bitter waters to make room for the pure waters of
life. There they may unlearn well what they have learned ill; may get
a right notion of all those doctrines of the church they are capable of
understanding, and believe those that surpass all understanding."

The following feasts are celebrated on May 24 :

OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS (in the Dioceses of England) : ST DONATIAN and ST ROGATIAN,
martyrs; these were two noblemen, brothers, Donatian being first baptized and Rogatian
baptized in his blood by following the example of his brother in refusing to sacrifice to Jupiter
and Apollo: ST JOHN DE PRADO, having embraced the Order of Barefooted Observatin Fran-
ciscans, was sent to preach the gospel in Morocco, imprisoned, scourged, and finally burnt.
*' He suffered with constancy and joy ": ST MARY MAGDALEN POSTEL, virgin: and ST VINCENT
OF LERINS.

MAY 25

ST GREGORY VII, POPE, CONFESSOR

BEFORE his exaltation to the popedom he was called Hildebrand. He
was born in Tuscany and educated at Rome under his uncle, the Abbot
of Our Lady's upon the Aventin hill. He went afterwards into France
and embraced the monastic state at Cluni. Being called back to Rome,
he signalized himself by his zeal, sanctity, and learning, and preached
with great reputation and fruit in the court of the pious Emperor Henry III,
surnamed the Black. The holy Pope St Leo IX had the highest esteem
for him, often followed his counsels, ordained him subdeacon, and made
him Abbot of St Paul's, which church then belonged to a very small com-
munity of monks and lay at that time almost in ruins, the greatest part
of its revenues being usurped by powerful laymen. Hildebrand recovered
its lands and restored the monastery to its ancient splendour. In 1054
he was sent by Pope Victor II legate into France, in order to abolish the
practice of simony in the collation of ecclesiastical benefices. He held
for this purpose a council at Lyons, in which a certain bishop who was
accused of simony denied the crime with which he was charged. The
legate bade him recite the " Glory be to the Father," which the bishop
readily endeavoured to do. But he was never able to pronounce the name
of the Holy Ghost. At this miraculous conviction he was struck with
remorse and confusion and, casting himself at the legate's feet, humbly
confessed his crime. This is related by Pope Calixtus II, St Hugh of
Cluni, William of Malmesbury, and St Peter Damian,1 and the last-
mentioned author assures us that he had the account from Hildebrand's

1 Opusc. xix, c. 6.